
DE P.4RT.ULVI OF JlICROE/OLOC Y 
72.5 N. WOLFE S T R L X  

BALTLIlORE, JfA RYLAXD 21205 

February 14, 1978 

Dr. Paul Berg 
Department of B i  ochemi s t r y  
Stanford University Medical Center 
Stanford , Cal i fornia 94305 

Dear Paul : 

I agree w i t h  the proposed l e t t e r  on recombinant DNA, and tha t  i t  is  
timely to  express our views publicly. You may know tha t  Congressmen Rogers 
and Staggers have drafted a new b i l l ,  the elements of which a re  described 
in the enclosed summary by Burke Zimmerman. 
summary yesterday a t  the AAAS meeting, i t  became c lear  t h a t  opinion i n  the  
government i s  d i v i d e d  on the des i r ab i l i t y  and  f eas ib i l i t y  of u s i n g  the 
Public Health Service Act t o  regulate recombinant DNA research. 

Dur ing  a discussion o f  the 

There a re  two par ts  of the proposed l e t t e r  I want t o  question: 

1) 
as  a "radical a l te ra t ion"  of our  views on gene function i n  disease resul t ing 
from recombinant DNA research. 

On page 2,  second paragraph, I don ' t  know what you have i n  mind 

Also, has the somatostatin gene been isolated? 

2)  On page 3,  l a s t  paragraph. 
reference to  public anxiety and say a f t e r  'I . . . Service Act", "to ensure tha t  
recombinant DNA research is carried out safely.  

I t h i n k  i t  would be be t te r  t o  omit 

As you probably know, John Morrow will be coming here this summer, and 
of course I'm very pleasedabout his decision. 

W i t h  best regards, 

Sincerely , 

Daniel Nathans 

DN/1 c 
Encl . 


